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UGC, NAAC, AICTE —
What Actually Matters
India has 9+ bodies that stamp, rank, or certify colleges. Most don't affect your degree's validity.

Here's which ones matter, which are nice to have, and which are pure noise.

KEY Mandatory — affects degree validity Good to have — adds credibility Meaningless — don't be swayed

M A N DATO RY  —  T H E S E  D I R EC T LY  A F F EC T  T H E  L EG A L  VA L I D I T Y  O F  YO U R  D EG R E E

UGC MANDATORY

University Grants Commission

India's apex statutory body for recognising

universities and regulating higher education.

For online degrees: the university must hold

"Entitled Institution" status on UGC's

dedicated portal — general UGC recognition

alone is not sufficient.

Common fraud: "UGC recognised" ≠ "UGC

entitled for online." These are two separate

listings — always check both. A degree from a

non-entitled university has no legal standing.

CHECK → ugcmoocsportal.inflibnet.ac.in

→ search under Entitled

Institutions. Not listed = degree

not valid in law.

NAAC MANDATORY

National Assessment & Accreditation

Council

For online degrees: UGC mandates the

offering university hold a minimum NAAC B+

grade — or rank in the NIRF top 100. No

exceptions.

Grades run: A++ → A+ → A → B++ → B+ → B →

C. Below B+ means the university cannot

legally offer online programmes.

Critical: accreditation has an expiry date.

Universities often keep advertising a lapsed

grade — always verify the valid-until date, not

just the grade.

CHECK → naac.gov.in → verify grade AND

valid-until date. Expired = no

accreditation, regardless of

what the website says.

AICTE MANDATORY

All India Council for Technical Education

Statutory body that regulates technical and

management education — completely

separate from UGC.

Mandatory for: B.Tech, M.Tech, MBA, MCA,

B.Pharmacy, M.Pharmacy, B.Arch, Hotel

Management — online or offline.

The gap most miss: a UGC-entitled university

still needs AICTE approval for each technical

programme individually. If the programme is

missing from AICTE's portal, the degree is not

valid for government jobs requiring AICTE

approval.

CHECK → facilities.aicte-india.org →

search institution + programme

name. Both UGC entitlement

AND AICTE approval must be

present for technical

programmes.

G O O D  TO  H AV E  —  A D D S  R E A L  C R E D I B I L I T Y,  N OT  L EG A L LY  R E Q U I R E D

NBA GOOD TO HAVE

National Board of Accreditation

Programme-level accreditation — assesses

individual courses, not the institution as a

whole. Covers Engineering, Management,

Pharmacy, Architecture, Hotel Management.

Why it matters: some PSUs and government

employers specifically require NBA-

accredited qualifications for technical roles. It

signals industry-benchmarked outcomes.

Note: a NAAC-accredited institution may have

zero NBA-accredited programmes. Always

search by the specific programme name, not

just the institution.

CHECK → nbaind.org → search by

institution name, then verify

your specific programme is

listed with a current

accreditation period.

AIU GOOD TO HAVE

Association of Indian Universities

Facilitates equivalence of Indian degrees with

foreign universities — relevant if you plan to

study abroad, apply for foreign scholarships,

or need your degree recognised

internationally.

How it works: AIU issues equivalence

certificates for Indian students applying to

foreign universities and for foreign students

applying in India.

Who's a member: most established central

and state universities qualify automatically.

Newer private universities may not — always

confirm if international plans are a possibility.

CHECK → aiu.ac.in → Member

Universities section. Confirm

membership is current, not

lapsed.

NIRF GOOD TO HAVE

National Institutional Ranking Framework

Not an accreditation — a ranking. Published

annually by the Ministry of Education based

on Teaching & Learning, Research, Graduation

Outcomes, Outreach, and Perception.

Regulatory significance: UGC permits

universities in the NIRF top 100 to offer online

programmes even if their NAAC grade is

below B+. This is an either/or — you need one

or the other.

Categories: Overall, University, Engineering,

Management — a university can rank very

differently across them. Always check the

category relevant to your programme.

CHECK → nirfindia.org → search the

university and check rank

across relevant categories.

Rankings reset every year —

confirm with the latest edition.



M E A N I N G L E S S  —  S O U N D S  I M P R E S S I V E ,  H AS  N O  R EG U L ATO RY  W E I G H T

ISO NOISE

ISO 9001 / ISO 21001 Certifications

ISO certifies that an organisation has

documented processes — nothing about

education quality, faculty credentials,

placements, or degree recognition.

ISO 9001 is a generic process standard also

used by factories and hospitals. ISO 21001 is

education-specific but still only evaluates

process management, not academic

outcomes.

The problem: any institution can obtain ISO

certification with minimal investment.

Fraudulent colleges have done exactly this to

appear credible to parents.

REALITY ISO certification has zero

bearing on whether your degree

is valid, recognised, or

employable. Cross-check UGC

and NAAC instead.

Pvt.
Rankings

NOISE

TOI, Outlook, India Today, EducationWorld,

Careers360

Rankings by TOI, Outlook, India Today,

EducationWorld, and similar publications are

produced by media houses, not government

bodies. They carry zero regulatory weight.

How they work: most are survey-based or

partly paid-for. Institutions often purchase

"award" packages that include a ranking

badge and trophy.

What employers actually check: UGC

recognition, NAAC grade, NIRF rank, AICTE

approval — never a magazine award or "India's

Best College" badge.

REALITY Only the government-published

NIRF ranking has legal

significance for online

programme eligibility. All others

are marketing.

"MoE
Approved"

NOISE

"Ministry of Education Approved" claim

Every UGC-recognised university in India falls

under the Ministry of Education by default.

This phrase adds zero additional information

beyond UGC recognition.

It is not a separate approval, a higher-tier

certification, or a government quality

endorsement. It is a marketing phrase

designed to sound official.

What to ask instead: "What is your UGC

recognition letter number and your NAAC

grade validity date?" Those are verifiable. "MoE

approved" is not.

REALITY Ask for the UGC recognition

letter number and verify it on

ugc.ac.in. That's the only

document that matters here.

AT A GL ANCE — ALL 9 BODIES

BODY TYPE WHAT IT COVERS VERDICT WHERE TO VERIFY

UGC Statutory
University recognition + online programme

entitlement. Two separate listings — check both.
MANDATORY ugcmoocsportal.inflibnet.ac.in

NAAC Accreditation
Institution quality grade (A++ to C). Min. B+ required

for online programmes. Check expiry date.
MANDATORY naac.gov.in

AICTE Statutory
Technical programme approval. Required for B.Tech,

MBA, MCA, M.Tech, Pharmacy, Architecture.
MANDATORY facilities.aicte-india.org

NBA Accreditation
Programme-level quality benchmark. Preferred for

PSU & government technical roles.

GOOD TO

HAVE
nbaind.org

AIU Association
Degree equivalence for international universities.

Relevant for studying or working abroad.

GOOD TO

HAVE
aiu.ac.in

NIRF
Govt.

Ranking

Annual MoE quality ranking. Top 100 substitutes

NAAC B+ for online programme eligibility.

GOOD TO

HAVE
nirfindia.org

ISO Process cert.
Administrative process documentation only. No

evaluation of education quality or outcomes.
IGNORE Not applicable

Pvt.

Rankings
Media

Survey or paid-for rankings by private publications.

No regulatory standing whatsoever.
IGNORE Not applicable

"MoE

Approved"
Marketing

Redundant phrase — all UGC-recognised

universities fall under MoE. Adds zero information.
IGNORE Ask for UGC letter no.
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